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How Saddam died on the gallows

Ewen MacAskill
Michael Howard

Camera footage of the final minutes of
Saddam Hussein released yesterday
shows him being taunted by Shia hang-
men and witnesses, a scene that risks
increasing sectarian tension in Iraq.

As he stood at the gallows, he was tor-
mented by the hooded executioners or
witnesses shouting at him to “Go to hell”
and chanting the name “Moqtada”, the
radical Shia Muslim cleric and leader of
the Mahdi army militia, Moqtada al-Sadr,
and his family.  

The grainy images, which appeared to
have been taken on a mobile phone, dis-
close exchanges between Saddam and his
tormentors, the moment when his body
drops through the trapdoor, and his body

swinging, eyes partly open and neck bent
out of shape. In what Sunni Muslims will
perceive as a further insult, the
executioners released the trapdoor while
the former dictator was in the middle of
his prayers.

Sunni Muslims, who were dominant
under Saddam, but are now the victims of
sectarian death squads, will see the sham-
bolic nature of the execution as further
evidence of the bias of the Shia-led gov-
ernment. They have repeatedly claimed
that the Iraqi government, helped by the
US and British, conducted a show trial,
based on revenge rather than justice.

Saddam’s team of defence lawyers
claimed that the hanging had been simply
“victors’ justice”. 

The unruly scenes will also dismay the
US and British governments, that are also
privately alarmed at the sectarian bias of

the government, led by the prime minis-
ter, Nouri al-Maliki. The US and Britain
believe at least some members of the Iraqi
government are complicit in sectarian
killings, particularly by members of the
police force.

The Iraqi government last night denied
the execution had been sectarian or
designed for revenge. Hiwa Osman, an
adviser to the Iraqi president, Jalal Tala-
bani, told the BBC: “This whole execution
is about justice.”

As Saddam was buried in this home 
village, Ouja, outside Tikrit, yesterday
morning, the leaked footage appeared on
the internet and on Arabic television sta-
tions. While Saddam was professing
Muhammad as God’s prophet, he was
interrupted by shouts. One of the people
observing the execution chants “Moq-
tada, Moqtada, Moqtada”. Saddam dis-
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Storms sweep away
Hogmanay revels

International

Two killed by
bombs in Bangkok

A string of nine bombs across Bangkok
killed two people and left at least 34 in-
jured last night, including two Britons. Six
bombs went off in the early evening, fol-
lowed by three on the stroke of midnight
near a mall popular with foreigners. No-
body claimed responsibility for the blasts,
which forced the cancellation of new year
celebrations. The capital has rarely expe-
rienced deadly bombings, although sev-
eral small explosives were set off in the
run-up to a bloodless coup that ousted
prime minister Thaksin Shina-
watra in September. Violence
occurs almost daily in southern Thailand,
the target of Muslim insurgents.
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Belarus deal averts
Gazprom switch-off

Belarus last night struck an eleventh-hour
accord with Russia’s state-controlled
energy supplier, Gazprom, which averted
the prospect of the former Soviet republic
facing a chilly new year. Moscow had said
it would stop gas to Belarus today if Minsk
did not agree to pay a much higher price.
The move threatened to disrupt supplies
to Europe and further undermine Russia’s
reputation as a reliable energy supplier.
The dispute echoed one with Ukraine a
year ago when Gazprom cut supplies for
several days. The gas operator
is trying to bring prices closer
to world market levels. Europe imports a
quarter of its gas from Russia. 
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Mourinho’s harsh
words – for Chelsea

Chelsea manager Jose Mourinho has given
a brutal assessment of the club after the
2–2 draw with Fulham on Saturday, cast-
ing doubt on his managerial qualities, crit-
icising players and intimating that it may
not have been his choice to sell William
Gallas and Robert Huth. The remarks risk
damaging his relationship with his squad
and directors. After complaining about
having no centre-half strong in the air
without the injured John Terry, Mourinho
was asked why Huth and Gallas were sold.
“Good question,” he
said. Asked what a good
answer was, he replied: “There is no an-
swer. They are not here any more.”

London’s new year fireworks, centred on
the Millennium Wheel, went with a bang
last night, but Hogmanay celebrations for
more than 100,000 people in Edinburgh
were cancelled after high winds, thunder
and torrential rain battered revellers
preparing to welcome in 2007. Glasgow,
too, was forced to cancel its open air
event, which was expected to attract
25,000 partygoers. Firework displays in
Liverpool and Newcastle upon Tyne were
called off due to safety concerns, as was
an outdoor pop concert for
10,000 people in Belfast. One
man is feared drowned after he was swept
into the sea off the Cornish coast.
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missively repeats the name Moqtada. The
noose around his neck, he appears to
smile and shoots back: “Do you consider
this bravery?”

Another voice shouts at him to “Go to
hell”. Saddam, seemingly accusing his
enemies of destroying the country he
once led, replies: “The hell that is Iraq?" 

A Shia shouts “Long live Mohammed
Baqir al-Sadr,” a member of Moqtada’s
family thought to have been assassinated
by Saddam’s security services. Another
onlooker pleads for dignity: “Please don't,
the man is facing execution. Please don't.
I beg you, no!” 

As Saddam continues
with his prayers, saying “I
profess that there is no God but God and
that Muhammad …”, the executioners

Saddam Hussein hanging from a noose after execution in Baghdad early on Saturday, in a photograph seemingly taken by camera phone and obtained from an Arab-language website Photograph: AP
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President George Bush received a
harsh reminder last night of the
pressing need for change to his Iraq
policy with reports that the American
military death toll in the country had
reached 3,000 since the invasion. The
figure, tallied by Associated Press and
the icasualties.org website, but dis-
puted by the Pentagon, came a day
after the execution of Saddam Hus-
sein. Mr Bush has been consulting with
his advisers at his ranch in Crawford,
Texas, over the holiday period and is
expected to announce a modified US
policy on Iraq on January 10. 

US death toll 
reaches 3,000 


